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Legislature left to clean up governor’s Corrections mess 
 
LANSING – Gov. Granholm signed a number of contracts with independent groups before the 
May Revenue Estimating Conference that contractually bound the Department of Corrections to 
expenditures that are not funded in her proposed budget, announced Sen. Michelle McManus and 
Rep. Goeff Hansen.  
 
“The Governor was irresponsible when she signed these contracts prior to the revenue estimating 
conference,” said McManus, R-Lake Leelanau. “She is forcing the Department of Corrections to 
pay for these cost increases by shuttering the Michigan Youth Correctional Facility and 
jeopardizing Lake County’s economy.” 
 
The governor signed a number of contracts that placed an increased burden on the department’s 
budget, including a new contract for dry cleaning that increases costs by $3.5 million, an increase 
in nurses’ hourly wages that will cost $2.5 million, a yearly salary increase for civil services 
employees with a $13 million price tag, and a special retention bonus for dentists and 
pharmacists, the cost of which is yet unknown. Her proposed budget contains no provisions for 
funding these cost increases. 
 
“It seems the governor approved those expenditure items without looking at the big picture or 
even indicating where the funding was coming from,” said Hansen, R-Hart.  “Now, the 
department is looking at potentially closing prison facilities and disrupting communities to make 
up the difference instead of negotiating to reduce costs.” 
 
The Senate version of the Department of Corrections budget, approved by the Senate 
Appropriations Committee last week, now goes before the full Senate. 
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